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01/08/2004 09:40 AM peter.colosi@noaa.gov

cc: Stephen Silva/R1/USEPA/JUS@EPA, William
Beckwith/R1/USEPA/US@EPA, Mel Cote/R1/USEPA/US@EPA
Subject: Proposed Amendments to Maine's Water Quality Standards

Hi USFWS, NMFS,

Attached for your information and review is a ME DEP report to the Maine Legislature (and interested
public) on changes to Maine's water quality standards that will be discussed in Committee on Jan. 22,
2004. If adopted by the Legislature, these changes will then be submitted to EPA for approval under the
Clean Water Act. Some of these changes have been a long time coming, and we've tried to keep you in
the loop along the way. We are currently conducting our own internal review. Please let us know as soon
as possible if you have any concerns.

Highlights of the changes:

- Adopt EPA's bacterial criteria for designated beach areas for Maine's Class B & C waters (including
modifications to current licensing protocol involving dilution ratios);

- Adopt an additional dissolved oxygen criteria for Class C waters based on temperature that support
coldwater habitat for indigenous fish species (monthly value of 6.5 ppm);

- Adopt marine dissolved oxygen standards for SB and SC waters:

* Replace current % saturation values with short-term (1-day) averages of 6.5 and 5.5 ppm for
Class SB and SC, respectively,

* Maintain current single sample (instantaneous) criteria not be less than 6.0 ppm for Class SB or
5.0 ppm for Class SC.

You can contact Dave Courtemanch or Andrew Fisk at ME DEP if you have questions.

Thanks,
Jennie
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Subject: Proposed Amendments to Maine's Water Quality Standards

Attached is the Proposed Amendments to Maine's Water Quality Standards
report to the 121st Legislature, Joint Standing Committee on Natural

Resources. The Committee will be discussing this report on January 22,
2004.

If you have any questions, you may contact Dave Courtemanch at (207)
287-7789 or dave.l.courtemanch@maine.gov or Andrew Fisk at (207) 287-7671 or
andrew.c.fisk@maine.gov.

<<ProposedAmendmentsToMainesWaterQualityStandards.pdf>>
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Subject: Proposed Amendments to Maine's Water Quality Standards

Hi Paul, Gregg, and Phil,
FYI: The attached proposed changes to Maine's water quality standards may be of interest to you:

- Adopt EPA's bacterial criteria for designated beach areas for Maine's Class B & C waters (including
modifications to current licensing protocol involving dilution ratios);

- Adopt an additional dissolved oxygen criteria for Class C waters based on temperature that support
coldwater habitat for indigenous fish species (monthly value of 6.5 ppm);

- Adopt marine dissolved oxygen standards for SB and SC waters:

* Replace current % saturation values with short-term (1-day) averages of 6.5 and 5.5 ppm for
Class SB and SC, respectively;

* Maintain current single sample (instantaneous) criteria not be less than 6.0 ppm for Class SB or
5.0 ppm for Class SC.

Sounds as if the Maine Legislative Committee on Natural Resources will be discussing the attached report
on Jan. 22, 2004. You can contact Dave Courtemanch or Andrew Fisk at ME DEP if you want to discuss.
I'd also be interested in receiving any comments you might have.

Best wishes,

Jennie

----- Forwarded by Jennie Bridge/R1/USEPA/US on 01/08/2004 08:22 AM -----
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cc:
Subject: Proposed Amendments to Maine's Water Quality Standards

Attached is the Proposed Amendments to Maine's Water Quality Standards
report to the 121st Legislature, Joint Standing Committee on Natural
Resources. The Committee will be discussing this report on January 22,
2004.

If you have any questions, you may contact Dave Courtemanch at (207)
287-7789 or dave.l.courtemanch@maine.gov or Andrew Fisk at (207) 287-7671 or
andrew.c.fisk@maine.gov.
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